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Right in Tune – A fitting cake for Dad’s 
88th birthday.
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Using a seemingly random set 

of numbers for a subtitle might 
pique your interest... let’s hope 

so!
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To know my Dad, Ed, is to know 
that he loves playing the piano. 

He’ll “tickle the ivories” every single 
day if he’s got a piano available. So, 
it was a few years ago I had the idea 
that it would be great to have the piano 
be the theme for his 88th birthday. An 
even better idea developed when we 
decided to merge his celebration with 
our annual StoneStock music party. 
The result was a fantastic turnout by 
friends and family along with wonder-

ful performances by a large number of 
instrumentalist and vocalists, talented 
amateurs & seasoned pros.
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I’m on the last page of my current log-
book – the one I use to track my flight 

hours.  It’s the second logbook that I’ve 
had during the 21 years that I’ve been 
flying and it’s chock-full of memorable 
flights and events. Before 2011 is over I 
will have logged over 2000 flight hours. 
That’s a lot of flight time if you’re not 
being paid to fly!

   We’ve used our magic carpet to trans-
port us to many parts of the U.S., see-
ing sights and exploring events that 
have piqued our interest. It’s also been 
a great way to visit friends in distant 
locales. We’ve ventured as far North as 
Alaska and as far South as Key West, 
FL. Flown over Washington DC close 
enough to see the White House (pre-
9/11), and overflew the runway where 
the space shuttle lands at Cape Canav-
eral. I’ve flown as high as 28,000 feet 
and landed below sea level. Throw in 
a few foreign countries for good mea-
sure… landing  in Canada, Mexico and 
the Bahamas.

   It’s been a wonderful opportunity 
that I was offered and I’ve enjoyed 
sharing it with family and friends. An-
other satisfying aspect of this activity 

by Gary Stone

“This is for me?” – A suprised look on 
Dad’s face confirms we were pretty good 

at keeping the party a secret.

Our Moment in the Spotlight
The Masters of Harmony winning their 8th Gold Medal at the 2011 International Convention.

Click to View in HD on

Captain’s Log - More than just a record 
of experience, this book is a collection of 

some wonderful memories.

Cont. on page 6
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P E B B L E S

with GRAYSON
Keepin’ Up

by Grayson Stone

As a new student of Chapman 
University’s film program, 
I’ve been busy working on 

movie sets, making movies, editing 
movies and writing about movies.  
Most of the work I’ve been perform-
ing is in some role relating to sound, 
either as a boom operator, sound 
mixer, Foley performer or sound edi-
tor. This pattern that you’re begin-
ning to see does in fact point to my 
goal to become a sound editor for 
movies and videogames. With only 
four semesters remaining to finish 
my degree, I have a whole gamut of 
writing, directing, filming and edit-
ing classes, which I need to complete. 
All of these classes will hopefully 
only strengthen my drive, to join the 
ranks of the great entertainment pro-
viders.

   In the world of zombies, “We’re 
Alive” made it’s convention debut at 
the 2011 San Diego Comic-Con. We had 
an amazing response with first time lis-
teners and got a chance to spend some 
time with a few dedicated fans, some 

of whom brought us meals all 3 days of 
the show. Towards the end of summer 
we re-mastered Season Two and re-
leased that to the public a few months 
ago. The most exciting news, however, 
is that we’ve recorded and will be air-
ing our Season 3 premier on January 

2nd. Our fans have been waiting 
patiently, until recent months, and 
won’t be disappointed. We had over 
4 million downloads last season and 
we anticipate that number will in-
crease exponentially throughout this 
season.

   We ended this year with another 
winter family vacation, this time to 
the hip scene of Austin, Tejas. We 
made full use of the BBQ houses 
and various food trucks scattered 
throughout the city. Each establish-
ment brought its own unique twist 
on ribs, fried cuisines, ethnic fusion 
and breakfast platters. But, a visit to 
an artist saturated city isn’t complete 
without seeing some shows and lis-
tening to locals belt away at their in-
strument of choice at the bars. A few 
places to note are Esther’s Follies, a 
nightly comedy/variety show which 
combines topical issues with song 
and dance. The Elephant Bar, which 
has a small stage that can fit a trio of 
musicians comfortably or a full band 
of eight falling off the edges, all the 

while wailing blues and jazz. And, last 
but definitely not least is, The Alamo 
Draft House. (Or to my mom, “The 
Austin Beer Place”.) This is a chain 
of movie theaters which provide full 
food services, including the bar, dur-
ing film screenings. We enjoyed “The 
Muppets” with a drink in one hand 
and some pork dish in the other. With 
how packed each viewing is and the 
amount of food and drink present you 
might think that the movie’s audio 
would barely be audible. However, 
there is something about a 93 year old 
woman, on screen, calling you an idiot 
and threatening to, “Kick your ass into 
the alley!” if you disrupt the film, that 
makes you want to be as quiet as pos-
sible.

As we stay our last night in Texas, I 
think about the coming year and pon-
der what the world will be like after 
December 21, 2012. If it’s zombies you 
know where to find me, and the Stone 
Tablets will most likely be discontin-
ued. 

Movin’ Ahead in 
the Movies

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes – Salivating from the savory scent at the Salt Lick smoke pit.

http://ftv.chapman.edu/programs/sodaro-pankey_undergraduate_school_of_media_arts/film_production/
http://ftv.chapman.edu/programs/sodaro-pankey_undergraduate_school_of_media_arts/film_production/
http://www.zombiepodcast.com
http://www.zombiepodcast.com
http://drafthouse.com/austin
http://drafthouse.com/austin
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Mayan Goodbyin’

Let’s Communicate!
Our addresses haven’t changed in a 
while, but if you need it, here’s how 
to reach us:

Gary	    gkstone@earthlink.net
LeeAnn	    leeannstone@cox.net
Jade	    oobdette@gmail.com
Grayson	   grayson.stone@gmail.com

Or if you prefer, you can also contact 
us through the social network sites like 
FaceBook and LinkedIn. Look us up!

by Jade Stone

Well folks, 2012 is upon us, 
and I was rather hoping 
the impending Mayan 

apocalypse would release me from 
this annual winter write-up. Then 
again, there’s no telling where I’d 
end up after the doom and gloom, 
so perhaps an afternoon chipping 
away at this report on a MacBook 
is preferable to an eternity in my 
own tailor-made fiery underworld 
literally chipping away at stone 
tablets.
  
   Where in the world is Jade, you 
ask? I’ll tell you where she’s not. 
She’s not on a castaway island, nor 
dancing on foreign soil, and she 
certainly isn’t business expensing 
her way through any of the five 
chic European cities where her 
new employer operates. Hard to 
believe, but my passport didn’t ac-
quire a single fresh stamp this year. 
(Hear that? That’s the sound of hell 
freezing over!) Pigs flew. I didn’t.

   Maybe it’s because San Francisco is 
a world in itself. Maybe it’s because 
I have rent to pay now and vacation 
leave to schedule. Or maybe I’m just 

Reading a black & white copy?

Want to see the pics in color and 
try out the links?

Want to check out past issues?

Go to www.thestonetablets.com 
for more info & photos

getting… OLD. In any event, the wan-
derlust hiatus is only temporary. In the 
interim, I’m currently paying it for-
ward as a study abroad coordinator, 
assisting hundreds of college students 
as they venture abroad, most of them 

for the very first time.

   London, Paris, Madrid, Rome, 
Florence. Sure I’m envious, but un-
til the US economy picks up again, 
or Europe’s tanks even further 
(Ooooh… too soon?), I’ll content 
myself on the exhilarating four-
mile bike commute to the office, 
and the staff of sugar fiends there 
who eagerly welcome my weekly 
baked experiments.

   And dancing, of course. The floors 
have been cold the better part of a 
year as I came to terms first with a 
regular working schedule, then a 
fractured foot (dance-induced, sur-
prise, surprise), and then recovered 
from that chastely misnamed virus 
“Mono” (“Duo” would be a more 
accurate moniker for the “Kissing 
Disease”, don’t you agree?). Rest 
assured, I’ll be back boogie-ing 
and boot-scootin’ again in no time, 
hopefully before the prophetic cal-
endar runs out.

   Whether or not those ancient Mexican 
soothsayers get the last word, twenty 
years with this publication is a solid 
run and a timely place to announce my 
retirement from future issues. Thanks 
for two decades of reading! Safe jour-
neys to you and yours.

P E B B L E S

Scan the code with your iPad or 
mobile device for a quick link to
the online version of this issue.

Where in the World

is JADE?

mailto:gkstone%40earthlink.net?subject=Reply%20from%20Stone%20Tablets
mailto://leeannstone@cox.net
mailto://oobdette@gmail.com
mailto://grayson.stone@gmail.com
http://www.FaceBook.com
http://www.linkedin.com
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Shock & Awe - Onlookers are 
stunned by the unexpected crash

Click to watch KLFY news story.
(And see if an you spot us!)

is knowing that I’ve passed along the 
passion to fly to a few other individu-
als who have gone on to get their pi-
lot’s certificate.

I may be at 2000 hours but I know there 
are still a lot of places to explore and 
adventures to be had. And once I get 
my new logbook, I’ll be looking to fill 
it up!

International

Chorus Champions

The medal reads, “International Cho-
rus Champion”, and I have one now 

because I was singing with the Masters 
of Harmony at the grand international 
event this summer. What this means is 
that I was singing with the best chorus 
in the whole world!

   Many of guys who were on the ris-
ers with me have been “here” before; 
they’ve sung on the International stage 
and brought home gold. For an even 
fewer number of them, this was their 
8th time! But for me, this was my first, 
and it was both thrilling… and fleet-
ing!  We were on the stage for all of 
about 12 minutes to sing our contest 
set and then it was over. But  in those 
12 minutes we gave it everything we 
had, and the judges – and audience – 
showed their appreciation! 

   Still, what I find even more satisfy-
ing than having the shiny “bling” 
is that every week I get to sing some 
incredible music with about 100 guys 
that are extremely dedicated to making 
the best sound possible.The joy of that 
experience can be seen in my smile at 
every rehearsal!

the viewing area and strik-
ing several spectators. We 
were fortunate to be about 
120  yards from the impact 
point, having been in that 
area earlier in the day. While 
a final report has not been 
issued, indications as to the 
cause of the crash point to a 
failure of the elevator trim tab.

   In the  nearly 50 years that the Air 
Races have been held in Reno, there had 
never been an incident that had caused 
any serious injury or death to any spec-
tators. The future of the Reno Air Races 
is uncertain at this time, but a fund has 
been set up for victims & family mem-
bers at www.thinkkindness.org.

Dreaming of New Orleans
by LeeAnn Stone

Gary and I spent the 1st week in 
March kicking off the Mardi Gras 

season in New Orleans. We worked 
with my Pepperdine alumni group 
on a Habitat for Humanity project 
and spent time with our good friend 
Holly. I LOVE New Orleans! The city 
is magical, especially with a friend 
who lives and moves in the midst of 
the art, music, and community scene. 
Bachannal, the wine shop/dining pa-
tio often a scene in the TV show Treme 
is just down the street from Holly’s 

house, as are several other exquisite 
cafes. Like BBQ? The Joint has melt-in-
your-mouth doesn’t-need-sauce BBQ 
unlike any other. Or how about duck 
waffles at Elizabeth’s; light and slight-
ly crunchy corn meal waffles topped 
with duck hash and citrus-sweetened 
whipped sweet potatoes (heaven!). 

Milestones... Cont. from page 3 Rolling Stones... Cont. from page 1

Click to 
watch on

Iron Maidens – LeeAnn works with fellow 
alum Hydee building cages for the footings.

Cont. on pg. 7

http://www.KLFY.com/global/video/popup/pop_playerLaunch.asp?vt1=v&clipFormat=flv&clipId1=5626978&at1=News - Hard News&h1=California College Students Help Rebuild New Orleans&flvUri=&partnerclipid=
http://www.mastersofharmony.org
http://www.mastersofharmony.org
http://thinkkindness.org/reno_air_race_family_assistance_fund
http://youtu.be/d-09s_eleMs?hd=1
http://www.elizabeths-restaurant.com/
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GrindStone... cont. from page 3

“Break” dancing – Student volunteers from Julliard perform during a lunch break for 
the other volunteers at Habitat for Humanity.

Around the Castle... cont. from pg. 8

Happy Mouth!
Duck Hash Waffle at Elizabeth’s

   And as I write this, I am over north-
ern Colorado on my way to Hoboken 
to meet with the team at Wiley that I 
will be working with beginning in the 
new year. My new boss, Roland Her-
nandez, is the person who originally 
brought me into publishing at Hough-
ton Mifflin. The only odd thing for me 
is that I am now one of those folks who 
seemed so foreign to me when I first 
entered the publishing world where 
everyone knows one another from hav-
ing worked with them at other publish-
ing companies. 

   2012 promises to continue my good 
fortune with work life, offering good 
colleagues, interesting projects and 
challenges that keep me contributing 
and growing!

   We rode bikes from Holly’s house 
to the work site daily and on the way 
home sometimes stopped at the prop-
erty she was renovating for rental and 
helped her out there—we certainly got 
a good work out that week! 

   A group of students from Julliard 
was working a Habitat project in New 
Orleans as well that week and staged 
a lunch-time song, dance and theater 
show using the budding house struc-
ture as the stage and an empty lot 
across the narrow street for audience 
seating. Watching these talented kids 
do something so beautiful, that gave 

them and us so much joy brought tears 
to my eyes; as I looked around at oth-
ers, I saw I was not the only one feeling 
that way!

   Our last night there we participated 
in a neighborhood Mardi Gras parade 
through the French Quarter with a 
couple hundred musicians, eerily- and 
marvelously-costumed walkers, danc-
ers and general parade-makers. This 
April, Jade and I are heading to New 
Orleans for “girl’s time” with Holly, 
and Jade will stay for the annual Fleur 
de Lindy swing dance event.

RopeSwing 2.0

Stroll around our little compound 
and you’ll no doubt encounter 

some novel features that make our 
home unique & fun.

   We’ve had a rope swing in our back-
yard that, over the years has tempted 
many adventurous souls to discard 
their staid composure and tap into 
their inner pirate. That rope has literal-
ly “hung in there” through many years 
of major rain events and long heat 
spells, and was always ready to offer 
a brief thrill for anyone with a daring 
spirit.  Earlier this year we noticed the 
rope was showing its age and needed 
replacing, but a simple replacement 
was not going to be satisfactory in this 
case! Indeed, the tree that held this 
rope had grown quite a bit in the in-
tevening years. Now there were more 
branches – and higher branches – to be 
considered!

   Now, visitors with an even greater 
taste for adventure can take the big leap 
on “RopeSwing 2.0”; about 3 times as 
high as the first swing! thrillseekers 
can now get a much more exciting ride, 
swinging out much further and higher 
over the backyard…  all while vocaliz-
ing a classic Tarzan call.

   And just like any good product de-
velopement, we’re already scouting 
out trees and branches for the next up-
grade!

Click to 
watch on

Rolling Stones... Cont. from page 6

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/
http://youtu.be/eXYqblJsiFM
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Breaking Up is Hard To Do – A few taps 
with a hammer, followed by lots of grinding.

Cont. on pg. 7

Front & Center – The completed installation blends in well with the surrounding elements.

Our driveway now sports a new 
decorative tile medallion to 
greet our guests as they arrive!

   Gary created the  mo-
saic based on the clas-
sic Mexican tile design 
which has become a 
recurring theme used 
throughout the house. 

Having a strong vision of what he 
wanted, but knowing that nothing like 
it existed, Gary set out to research ma-
terials that could be used to construct 
the mosaic. Installing the medallion in 
the driveway made it imperative that 
the materials used be durable enough 
to hold up under heavy use. His re-
search led him to a brand of industrial 
floor tiles that came in a range of colors 
that could render a good representa-
tion of the design. 

     Having acquired the stock material, 
now came the cutting... lots of it! The 
tiles came in 6” squares but the design 
was comprised of hundreds of indi-
vidual shapes. In all, Gary spent many 
weekends with a tile saw, creating the 
custom pieces that would eventually 
come together for the final design.

   Once the major pieces were cut and 
numbered, a fiberglass mesh was glued 
to the tiles to maintain the spacing so 
the design didn’t become distorted 
during installation. Securing the indi-

vidual pieces to the mesh created larg-
er segments that could be installed and 
aligned quickly, helping to maintain 
the integrity of the design.

   Feeling a bit apprehensive about man-
aging the tile installation by himself, 
Gary brought in a skilled tile contrac-
tor. The contractor was well qualified 
with kitchen and bathroom projects, 
but this was a new experience for him; 
this was an outdoor surface that was 
going to be subjected to frequent traf-
fic. The contractor originally estimated 
it would take 2 days to complete the 
job, but being that this was a one-of-a-

kind project, the possibility of running 
into unforeseen issues was high.

   In the end though, all the effort (along 
with the extra time and material need-
ed) paid off. The tile medallion was 
completed in February and is showing 
no sign of suffering from weather or 
traffic. No longer have we just a mere 
driveway…. now, we have a snooty mo-
torcourt! 

Around The Castle    

Piece by Piece - There are over 300 hand-cut 
pieces in the main design, and 100s more for 

the outlines.   


